INDIANA. 


SITUATION, HOUNDARIES, AND EXT! 


A Hy 457 CAVES. VPN EATEN 
wa in situated between 57247! and 41°45! N, lat. and 7° 48 and 11° W. Jong. 1 is boun 
non by Michigan territory ; east by Ohio south by Kentucky \ and west by Mlinois. Tte mean Tenth 
from north to south is 240 iniles, mal its breadth 145, the area being 56,250 square miles, 


PACE OF TIE COUNTRY, SOIL, AND PRODUCTION: 


0 Dh try is uneven, having the appearance of hills. To the north lie the Flat 
ork ey mites wileyanl extending far into the iferiorof thetate. Donlering on all the prin: 
cipal streams, except the Obio, there are strips of bottom and prairie land from three to six mila in 
whith The prairies on the Wabash are the finest land in the state. Remote from the ae, me 
country is broken, and the soil light. aeteeed the Neate and Lake Michigan the land is mostly level, 

inter ‘ith woodland, prairies, lakes, and swamps. a 
eee ct pinta ihe Fiver ani upland prairies, The first are bottoms direetly \spon 
the mangins of the streams and are destitute of timber. The last are plains from 30 to 100 feet higher 
than the alluvial bottoms, and farmore extensive. ‘They are usually bounded by groves of lofty forest 
trees, and in spring and summer are covered with a luxunant growth of grass and fragrant flowers, 

omn si feet high. 
as a RN productions of Indiana are, wheat, Indian corn, oats, rye, flax, hemp, 
potatoes, and tobacco. Inthe yicinity of Vevay, near the south-caat comer of the state, the vine is 
Cultivated with success. On the banks of the Wabash, in the upper part of its course, the best kind 
fof coal is found in inexhaustible quantities; and near the sources of several of the navigable rivers 
there are salt springs from which that mineral may be procured in abundance, Near Corydon, on the 
Obio, there isa large cave abounding with Epsom salts and saltpetre. 


RIVERS. 


The Oki» is the southern boundary of the state from the mouth of the great Miami to that of the 
Wabash. ‘The northern part of the state is watered by the head branches of the Illinois, and the rivers 
which flow into Lake Michigan, ‘The Wabarh, the great river of Indiana, rises in Mercer county, 0 
near the north-east partof the state, and, flowing in a south-westerly direction, falls into the 0 
Below latitude 39° 0, it is the boundary between Indiana and Illinois. It is more than 300 miles 
Jong, and is navigable for keel boats 400 miles to Ouitanon, where there are rapids. Above the rapi 

ii boats can ascend nearly to its source. The current is generally gentle abore Vincennes; below 
that town there are several rapids, but not of sufficient magnitude to prevent boats from ascendinj 
White river falls into the Wabash from the east, 30 miles below Vincennes. It ix composed of 
principal branches, which rise in the eastern part, and unite about 35 miles from its mouth, after 
tering a lange body of the finest lands in the state, The Petska falls into the Wabash, four miles be- 
Jow the mouth of White river. It is about 75 miles long, and meanders through extensive rich bot- 
toms. The Tippecanee rises in the northern part of the state, and falls into the Wabash, at Prophet's 
towns. MWhite water river is a beautiful stream in the south-east part of the state, which falls into the 
Miami, five miles from its mouth. It has a rapid current, not easily navigable, but is well adapted to 
mills, It waters a large quantity of fine land, and owes its name to the unusual transparency of its 
water. 


CLIMATE. 


Indiana has a favourable and agreeable climate, The winters are milder and shorter than in the 
northern states; and the summers are in general not warmer, ‘The spring commences about the 
middle Of February, The peach blomoms in March, and the woods are green by the 10th of April. 
‘The country in the upper part of the state is high and healthy, and the districts along the rivers are 
likewise #0, except in the neighbourhood of swamps and marihes. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS AND POPULATION. 


The northern part of the state is still occupied by Indians, and has been very imperfectly explored. 
The southern part is inhabited by whites, and in 1820 was divided into counties, as follows 


Counties. Inhabitants. 


Switzerland 
Vanderburgh « 
Vigo += 
Wabash 
Warwick 
Washinj 
Wayne: 


Total ee++++147,178 


The population of Indiana has increased with wonderful rapidity. In 1800 it was only S641, in 1810, 
24,520; in 1815, 68,784 ; in 1820, 147,178, asin the foregoing table, exclusive offndane, A'majority 
of the people are from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, and the Carolinas ; the remainder are from every 
other state in the Union, and from almost every nation in Europe. ‘The Indians occupy the northern 
halfof the state, and their number is estimated at seven or eight thousand. Of the other population 
there arc, white males, 76,649; white females, 69,109 coloured people, 1420, of whom 190 are slaves. 


CHIEF TOWNS, 


Vincennes, the largest town in the state, is on the cast bank of the Wabash, 65 miles from its junc= 
tion with the Ohio, in a direct line, but nearly 120 by the course of the river, It was settled about 
century ago by the French from Lower Canada, many of whom intermarried with the Indians, and gras 
dually approximated to the savage state, With ia a few years American emigrantshave flocked thither, 
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CHIEF TOWNS, (continued.) 


and the society is rapidly improving- Goryden, in Harrison county, on Indian creek, and about 25 
miles west of Louisville, was, until lately, the Seat of government. ‘The settlement commenced in 
1809, and is rapidly increasing. Vevay, in Switzerland county, is pleasantly situated on the second 
bank of Ohio river, 25 fect above high-water mark. The inhabitants are emigrants from the Pays 
de Vaud, in Switzerland, In 1814 the site of the town was a forest, but it is now a flourising settle= 
ment. The country in the rear is broken and fertile; and half’ mile below the village are the Swiss 
Vineyards, where the culture of the yine has been successfully introduced,  Hreekville, pleasantly 
situated in the forks of Whitewater river, is a flourishing town, and will probably be the centre of 
trade for an extensive and fertile portion of the state. Jefersontille, on the Ohio, a little above the 
falls, and nearly opposite Louisville, promises to become a place of considerable business. Princeton, 
Harmany, Evanrville, and Trey, are all thriving settlements. The seat of government has been lately 
fixed at Jndianapotis, ncar the centre of the state, 


PUBLIC LANDS, EDUCATION, &e. 


_ The Indian title to large portions of fine land, in the southern part of the state, has been recently ex- 
tinguished by the United States. When Indiana was admitted into the union, in 1816, congress granted 
}ne xection, or one thirty-sixth part of each township, for the support of schools, One entire township, oF 
43,040 acres, sald to be worth on an average 10 dollars an acre, was also given for the support of a col- 
lige, The college is located at Vincennes, and alarge brick building is already erected for Wie purposc. 


CANAL, 


In the north-cast corner of the state, one of the head streams of the Wabash approaches within a 
short distance of the St. Mary, a navigable branch of the Naumee, which falls into Lake Erie, When 
Yery high, these rivers overflow the intervening lands to suchadepth that loaded boats pass over with 

chitys Ol the practicability, hereforcy of cofnecting Uiem by Acanal, there can|be no doubt, and 
Jaw of congress, appropriating a portion of the public lands to the improvement of inland navi- 
fation, 100,000 acres were assigned for defraying the expense of this project. 


GOVERNMENT. 


‘The constitution of Indiana was adopted by a convention held for the purpose at Corydon, on the 
29th of June, 1816. It provides for the distribution of the powers of government into three distinct 
branches. ‘The executive is vested in a governor, chosen by the people for three years, who 
may be reelected once. A licutenant-governor is also chosen inthe same manner, and for the same 
term. The legislative body is divided into two branches, a senate and house of represcntatives, the 
former chosen for three years, and the latter annually. ‘The judiciary is composed of a supreme 
and circuit courts: the former consists of three judges, appaisted by the governor and senate for 
Seven years, and have appellate jurisdiction; the latter to be held in each county by one presiding 
Judge, who is to be appointed by joint ballot of the legislature for seven years, and by two associate 
judges, elected by the people for seven years, The constitution is not subject to amendment, 
until after 19 years, in any of its provisions, and never in one article, whieh excludes involuntary 

very. 


INDIANA. 


0, 32, 


HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


Of the state of Indiana, although the growth has taken place almost entirely within the present century, 
And since its admission into the union only five years have passed detached spots were settled by the 
French, upwards of a century ago. The exact period at which the first settlement was made, 7 une 
Gfrain, Weappears however, that about the year 1690, the French trader fist visited the’ site of 
the present town of Vincennes, arthat time village of the Piankashaw Indians, called Appecaughke. 
About the year 1702, a party of the same nation descended the Wabash, and established posts in seve- 
ral places on its banks, and, among others, at the site of Vincennes, which was fora long time called 
the Patt ; but bas since received the name of the French commander. When the French first traver 
sed this country, it was inhabited by different tribes of Indians; who, divided among themselves by 
petty animosities, were unable, if they were willing, to oppose the settlements of the new comers. 
‘The principal tribes were the Rickapoos, the Piankashaws, the Musquitous, and the Ouitanons, «hose 
warriors, with those of the other nations, amounted to upwards of twelve hundred. According to trax 
dition, they were once far more numerous. It is said that the country lying between the Musissippi 
andl the Wabash, being claimed by the Indians of both these rivers, it was mutually agreed that it 
should become the prize of the victors ina pitched battle. The ground on which fort Harrison now 
stands, was chosen as the theatre of the combat. Upwands of one thousand warriors entered the lists 
on each side. ‘They fought from the rising to the setting sun, when the Indians of the Wabash were 
declared conquerors, having seven men surviving, while the warriors of the Mississippi were reduced 
to the number of five. The bodies of the slain were collected and interred in the neighbouring mounds, 
Such is the traditionary account, no doubt embellished in its downwands, of an engagement 
that appears from other proofs to have taken place in that vicinity, and to have resulted in the des- 
truction of many human beings. 

The Prench colonists at Vincennes, insulated asit were from the rest of civilized mankind, and bu- 
ned in the centre of a vast wilderness, gradually approximated in manners and customs to the Indians 
among whom they settled. ‘They lived on terms of amity with these savages, formed marriages with 
their women, panel in their hunting ties, and subsisted more by the produce of the chace and the 

den, than by the returns of agriculture. OF their simple annals they have left no records behind 
em, for we hear no more of this country until the peace of 1763, when it was ceded, together with 
Canada, by France to England. The French settlers were confirmed in their possessions - but the tide 
of emigration did not reach this country tilllong afterwards. During the revolutionary war, the inha- 
bitants of this settlement displayed their hereditary animosity to (he Eoglish, and seized upon the first 
opportunity to join with the people of the United States. In 1778,a Spanish resident of Vincennes, 
fave such informatio to the Americans of the situation and strength of the nth forces stationed 
there, that by his directions general George Clarke easily obtained possession, which, however, he 
did not long retain. In 1782, a detachment of militia from Kentucky, penctrated to the French settle- 
ments, plundered the inhabitants, and killed or carried off their cattle, which formed their chief 
wealth. In the year following, peace ensued, and the territory now comprised within the limits of In- 
diana, was ceded to the United States by Great Briain. ‘The Prench were confirmed in tee pomee 
sions, and a donation of a tract of country around Vincennes, was subsequently made to the inhabi- 
fants. In 1788, an Indian war broke out, which caused severe distress to the inhabitants of Indiana. 
Their cattle were killed, ther villages beset, and for several years they were unable to parsuc their 
agricultural employments without danger. The French, however, sulfered less than the American 
settlers, against whom the venj of the Indians was directed without mercy. In 1791, the Shaw- 
anese, the most ferocious of the Indian tribes, were attacked by a force under general Wilkinson, who 
destroyed their principal town, near the mouth of Tippecanoe, containing 120 houses; and, for the 
time, reduced them to submission. After the total defeat of the savages by general Wayne, and the 
consequent dismemberment of their confederacy, peace was restored, and this district began to enjoy 
a degree of repose of which it had been for many years depnived. 

By the treaty of Greenville, concluded in 1795, the United States obtained six miles square of land 
at the mouth of the Chicago nver:; the same quantity at the junction of the St. Mary’s and St. Josephs : 
one-half ofthis extent at the head of the Little river branch of the Wabash, eight miles south-west of 
Fort Wayne ; and six miles square at the Ouitanon, on the river Wabash. Other cessions were, at the 
same time, made without the limits of this state. As a compensstion for which grants, the United 
States agreed to pay to the Pottawatomies goods to the value of one thousand dollars, and to the Kick- 
pos, Piankashaws, Weaws, and Elk river tribes, goods to the value of five hundred dollars each. In 
1604, the Delawares and Piankashaws sold a large tract bordering on the Ohio; and, in 1805, another 
extensive tract was ceded by the Miami, Bel river, and Weaw Indians; which, including « former ces. 
Sion around Vincennes, in 1794, comprehended a tract of 150 miles in length, and 50 in breadth, ex- 
tending from the Ohio river to the western limits. Another tract was ceded in 1809, by the Delawares, 
Pottowatamies, Miami, and Eel river tribes, including the south-western parts to abore the fortieth 
deqree of latitude. Noteithstanding these cession a part of the Indians sill remained hostile. Excited 
by the eloquence and arts of Tecumseh, a leader of the Shawanese, and one of the most extraordinary 
men that has appeared among the Indians, several of the tribes united in an attempt to resist the in- 
creating power of the whites, whose scitlements were every day driving the orignal possessor ofthe 
country farther back. Depredations had been committed upon the white mhabitants of Indians to 
such an extent in the autumn of 1811, that the goverment determined to exert its power. A force 
of regulars and militia was assembled at Vincennes, and placed under the command of William Henry 
Harnson, then governor of Indiana ternitory. On the 6th of November, governor Harrison arrived b= 
fore the Prophet's town, or Tippecanoe, on the Wabash, and de restitution of the property 
taken. After a conference between the messengers on each side, it was agreed that hostilities should 
not commence before the next morning, that an amicable ment might, if possible, take place, 
In violation of this armistice, the American troops Were attacked before day-break of the next morning, 
by a lange body of savages. Gorernor Harrison, knowing the character of his enemy, had disposed of 
his army in such a manner that they were able immediately to arrange themselves in order of battle ; 
and therefore the Americans, though taken by surprise, received their insidious advensnics in a state 
of preparation. The combat, though abort, was unusually severe. The Indians fought with desperate 
courage; but as soon as day broke, and the troops were able to act with sufficient precision, 
the fate of the battle was decided. The Indians were driven in all directions, leaving forty of their 
number dead on the field. Their whole loss was estimated at one hundred and fifty. The Americans 
suffered in about the same proportion, but the lass of officers was very great. After the action, gor- 
eroor Harrison, having burned the town, and laid waste the surrounding settlements, returned with 
his forces to Vincennes, and not long afterwards the tribes sued for peace. 

‘The war with England, which broke out in 1812, gave a fresh impetus to Indian hostility. Seduced 
by the promises of the British agents into an alliance with the British government, the Indian tribes, 
after committinj cruelties and excesses, received a full measure of retribution from the Amer 
can troops. Their 's were repeatedly destroyed by American expeditions, and their country 
laid waste. In September, 1813, the villages at the forks of the Wabash were burnt by a detachment 
sent out by general Harmison, and those of the Pottowatamies were destroyed by colonel Wells; and, 
in November of the same, general Hopkins destroyed the Prophet's town, and a Winebago village on 
the Wabash. During the latter part of the war with England, the inhabitants of Indiana enjoyed com- 

tive repose, and since the conclusion of the peace of 1815, hostilities with the Indians have not 
een renewed. 

Indiana formed a part of the great north-western territory, so called until the year 1801, when it 
was erected into a territonal government, with the usual powers and pnvileges. In December, 1815, 
the inhabitants amounting to sixty thousand, the legislature petitioned congress for admission into the 
‘union, and the privilege of forming-a state constitution. A. bill for this purpose passed congress in 
April, 1816, a convention of delegates met in conformity tot, by whom a state constitution was adopt 
cd and Indiana bream in independent state, and a moabex of the union in ecember falswing- 


LIST OF GOVERNORS. 


1816 Jonathan Jennings to 1822 


PLACES REMARKABLE FOR BATTLES, SIEGES, &. INDICATED BY A FLAG. 


1791 Tippecanse: the Shawanese defeated by general Wilkinson, who destroys their town. 
TELL Tippecanse the Indians defeated by general Harrison, who lays waste the county. 
1815 Fore Wagne- besieged by the Indians, who are forced to raise the siege. 

Fort Harviren = assaulted by the Indians, who are defeated.» 

Prophet's tewn > destroyed by an expedition under general Hopkins. 
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